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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . Powers. At this visit wishes for the restoration of Poland and
for general congresses in the interest of labour against capital were expressed. Nothing decisive, however, was
done till 1864, when on the 28th September a great public meeting of working men of all nations was held in St.
Martin s Hall, London. Professor Beesly presided, and Karl Marx was present. The meeting resulted in the
appointment of a provisional committee to draw up the constitution of the new association. This committee
consisted of fifty representatives of different nations, the English forming about half of its number. At the first
meeting of the committee the sum of three pounds was collected, a humble beginning of the finances of an
association which was designed to shake the world. The work of drafting the constitution was first of all
undertaken by Mazzini, but the ideas and methods of the Italian patriot were not suited to the task of founding
an international association of labour. The statutes he drew up were adapted to the political conspiracy,
conducted by a strong central authority, in which he had spent his life; he was strongly opposed to the
antagonism of classes, and his economic ideas were vague. Marx, on the other hand, was in entire sympathy
with the most advanced labour movement--had indeed already done much to mould and direct it; to him,
therefore, the duty of drawing up a constitution was transferred. The inaugural address and the statutes...
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