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facilities were reopened about 3 days later. All the activities discussed above are interdependent, and many
variables for each one can affect the results. Further, problems associated with any one of these activities could
affect the validity of the results generated by the overall process. Given that there are so many variables, the
use of different sample collection strategies, reflected in site-specific plans, could yield different results. For
example, three potential sample collection plans could be used in one facility - plan A, using one collection
method ( for example, a swab ); plan B, using two methods ( for example, a swab and wipe ); and plan C, using
three methods ( for example, swab, wipe, and HEPA vacuum ). How these collection methods are to be applied -
that is, how they are physically used and how much area each sample covers - is a variable. Within each plan,
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require transporting at ambient temperature, while plan C might...
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