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Washington s Birthday 1891 Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: The best teaching is by example. Ideas are
most potent when embodied in living men, and thus invested with personality. The surest way to foster any
noble sentiment is to select some event which illustrates it, or some hero who personifies it, and to set apart for
that event or that hero a commemorative day. Let the artisan lay aside his tools, the matron her household
cares, the student his books, and the very children their play. Let the pressure of routine be lifted; let our souls
expand, and our best feelings assert themselves, while the great lesson is impressed upon our hearts. American
patriotism is reenforced by four such commemorative days. The sun of July is greeted by earth-shaking cannon
and sky-piercing rockets, which assert with boisterous acclaim the independence of a new nation. The breath of
May sweeps over a more quiet gathering. It brings flowers - as though kind nature were a sharer of our grief -
flowers for the humble grave of the private soldier; and it reminds us of the million arms that can strike as one
for the defence of a righteous cause. The dull sky of November is a fitting background for the festival of
household cheer. Thanksgiving teaches us to love our homes, to revere a pious ancestry, and to worship God.
And there is one other national day. The snows of February remind us of the spotless fame of him who was our
first great national representative and leader. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and...
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