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Jason Aronson. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 180 pages. Dimensions: 9.1in. x 6.1in. x 0.5in.This

book is a psychoanalytic detective story that takes the reader back to the late 1890s and to the generally
unappreciated, yet single most important, turning point in the history of psychoanalysis. The context is the
death of Freuds father and the decision Freud made to abandon his first, reality-centered theory of the mind in
favor of a theory focused on inner fantasies and needs. Marshalling a large body of evidence, Langs views this
change of heart as a regressive paradigm shift driven by unconsciously influential archetypes that were, in
turn, linked to a series of early-life traumas in Freuds life, possibly eight in all, several of them preceding Freuds
birth and all but one outside of Freuds conscious awareness. The ramifications of these incidents placed Freud
on a later-day precipice from which his fall into equivalents of homicide and suicide were at risk; Freud shifted
focus to save his life! Langs detective work brings him to new insights into such matters as the psychological
archetypes that affect the creation and modifications of paradigms, physical and mental; a new, utilitarian
view of the design of the emotion-processing mind; recognition of the complex unconscious impact of reality
and of death-related traumas on the human psyche and emotionally-charged choices; the vast superiority of
Freuds first paradigm over his second theory of the mind; and the unconscious reasons, despite its many flaws,
that Freuds second paradigm remains in favor to this very day. Freud saved his life by shifting course, but at the
same time he created a theory that must be held partly accountable for the compromised forms of dynamic
therapy and broad psychological harm that has followed in its wake. Using an updated version of Freuds first...
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