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the Exhibition of Josef Israels Paintings, Toledo Museum of Art Through his magnanimity and that sense of
proportion which has distinguished him whose life and labors will always be associated with the earliest
conception and the proudest achievement of this institution, the Toledo Museum of Art, and because of the
nation-wide generosity of the owners of these masterpieces whose kindness and whose loyalty to a great name
and fame the world of art will not forget, we are here and now permitted to join with him and them, in calling
to mind the character and career of Josef Israels. Long ago, the essayist in the history of painting has dealt with
his accomplishments in the spirit and with the technical care of a student of aesthetics. For more than fifty
years, the lover of the beautiful has vied with the student of human nature at its greatest depths, or in its playful
and moving surfaces, to find in Israels hand the plummet, or eye-glass, by which we learn of this great sea
called human consciousness. As a scholar of wide and accurate research in the things of the human heart, he
has surpassed every expectation which the youthful student of Groningen had led men to cherish concerning
his career. Mr. H. W. Mesdag has often told me how, when Israels was a youth, and the banker-friend of his
family looked forward to the education and development of a man of genius as to practical affairs, he was
interrupted by some manifestation of the young mans passion for learning; but even then, far above all else,
there...
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