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time ('then' and 'now') and the stable moments of the poem are within earshot of one another, but cannot ever
quite touch hands. There are ghosts and presences, some unexpected like Ali Baba, Arabia Deserta (down to the
turning spit and braised goat) and Mrs Hanratty's apron; others like Holderlin are more insistently entertained,
in a poetry that fractures and reinvents syntax, cadence and our sense of beauty, this tribute informed by the
terror of Holderlin's later world in which it is impossible not to share.
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