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These strips, called splints, are made from the black oak tree. Long and thick pieces are removed from the tree
and beaten with the blunt end of an axe. This separates the layers in which the wood grows. Each layer is then
hand-scraped to the desired thinness between two knives. Here again a modern method would save much time
and energy, but that is the Indian way and no other way will suit them. Not being possessed of the natural green
color of the sweet grass, the splints are hand dyed, each family using a dye of its own making, and to this fact is
due some of the pleasing individuality their work possesses. When a number of baskets have beeen made they
are brought back to the same Indian agent who buys and sells the sweet grass. The agent pays them so nuch
per dozen for their basket wares. From the agent they go to the dis tributors, and finally sold to the retailers.
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